
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5412 September 6, 2001
to stop and must instead be regulated.
Mexico is therefore seeking an agree-
ment that will lend greater security
and orderliness to the migration flows
between our two countries.

That is why trust in dealing with mi-
gration entails reaching common
ground to address the status of Mexi-
can migrants already working and liv-
ing in the United States, already con-
tributing to enrich this Nation. Let me
be clear about this: regularization does
not mean rewarding those who break
the law. Regularization means that we
will provide them with the legal means
to allow them to continue contributing
to this great Nation.

The agreement that we seek would
establish a higher ceiling for perma-
nent visas awarded to Mexicans coming
to this country, and it would also ex-
pand opportunities for Mexican work-
ers to obtain temporary work visas so
they can enter the United States safely
and legally. Additionally, the agree-
ment would require us to enhance our
cooperative efforts to improve border
safety, save lives and crack down on
criminal smuggling gangs, or polleros.
And, finally, it would demand that we
promote economic growth in Mexico,
and we know this is our responsibility,
to promote specific opportunities for
all those kids and young persons spe-
cifically in those regions that are the
source of most migrants.

Progress regarding migration will
not be easy. Yet it is essential that we
maintain our commitment to an open
and frank discussion, so that we may
find a lasting solution that is accept-
able to both our countries.

Such a discussion can only take place
in a climate of trust. We have a funda-
mental decision to make. It is a deci-
sion that provides us with an oppor-
tunity to achieve the highest aspira-
tion of any politician, leaving a lasting
legacy of well-being to their people.

Mexico and the United States must
also work constructively to promote
our common values within our region.
By adopting a clear and consistent
stance, our governments may jointly
address some of the most relevant and
pressing issues of our hemisphere, such
as the deepening of democracy and the
promotion of human rights. This
should be our most noble cause in the
Americas and in the rest of the world.

On issues of common concern, such
as the situation in Colombia, the pro-
motion of economic development
across Central America, the establish-
ment of the Free Trade Area of the
Americas, the negotiation of a demo-
cratic charter for the OAS, or the
shared goal of fostering financial sta-
bility and disarming financial crises
throughout our region, it is vital that
Mexico and the United States work to-
gether, each one as a partner that we
are, in building peace and stability
throughout the Americas on the basis
of our own principles and interests.

Evidently, we will not always see eye
to eye. But both countries should con-
vey to each other, in all sincerity and

candor, their respective perceptions
about how best to tackle issues of com-
mon concern for the well-being of our
peoples. Trust will allow us to do this.

Members of the Congress of the
United States of America, we have be-
fore us today the opportunity to dra-
matically change the future of our re-
lationship. This meeting between Mex-
ico and the United States is today the
meeting between two democracies will-
ing to build a better future.

The relationship between Mexico and
the United States is now in our hands.
It is up to us to open wide the windows
of opportunity before us. We are the ar-
chitects of our common destiny.

This means that we must re-create
the relationship between our two great
nations in a conscious and deliberate
manner, moving forward firmly with-
out leaving anything to chance. We
must fully share this commitment in
order to later enjoy together the fruits
of our common labors.

Obviously, we all know full well that
there are no easy answers nor magical
solutions to the challenges faced by
Mexico and the United States, but
there is a path along which we can
make progress with firm steps towards
their solution, the path of mutual
trust, trust that our governments will
always behave with integrity in their
daily work, trust that the strength of
our relationship as partners and friends
is strong, trust in our future of shared
prosperity.
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Honorable Members of the U.S. Con-
gress, the political change currently
under way in Mexico is the most pow-
erful reason why we are now able to es-
tablish new forms of friendship and co-
operation with the United States. We
are ready to turn this change into the
seed of a better future for both of our
countries.

I hope that the United States will
embrace this historic opportunity to
build a new era of prosperity and un-
derstanding between our peoples. It re-
quires will, as well as vision, to take
advantage of this favorable turn in his-
tory and forge a new friendship be-
tween Mexicans and Americans.

This legislative body, along with its
peers in Mexico, can play a decisive
role in bringing our two countries to-
gether. You are a key partner in fos-
tering trust between our two peoples.

Years ago, the United States Con-
gress faced a difficult decision and
chose to vote in favor of a greater inte-
gration with Mexico through the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

The partnership between Mexico and
the United States is still incomplete.
There remain many unresolved issues
that must be dealt with in order to
achieve our common goals as partners.
One of these goals is an issue which
this great body will soon consider and
which entails an important obligation
under NAFTA; it is the issue of access
to the United States for Mexican
trucks. For this, as in many other

items of our common agenda, we need
your trust. Trust will allow both coun-
tries to comply responsibly and ma-
turely with their obligations to one an-
other.

The overarching question is not,
then, whether we can afford to trust
each other, but whether we can afford
not to. The growing convergence of our
nations can lead to shared responsi-
bility and prosperity and to the
strengthening of those values that we
have in common.

Let us begin anew, as those who
founded our modern nations once did,
remembering on both sides that there
can be no friendship without trust and
no trust without true commitment.

When history comes knocking on our
doors, as it has done now, bold deci-
sions are required. Let us make one
today. Let us decide to trust one an-
other.

John F. Kennedy believed in new be-
ginnings. In accepting his party’s nom-
ination as President he spoke of a New
Frontier, ‘‘We stand today on the edge
of a New Frontier . . . the New Fron-
tier of which I speak is not a set of
promises—it is a set of challenges.’’
That was in 1960.

Today, at the dawn of a new century,
our two great nations face new chal-
lenges. But we do so with new opportu-
nities, unimaginable even a few years
ago.

Our new frontier will be conquered
not by confrontation, but through co-
operation; not by threats, but by com-
mon aspirations; not by fear, but by
trust.

My friends, let us pledge today to
create a new special partnership be-
tween the United States and Mexico for
the benefit of our two great peoples.

Senoras y senores:
Viva Mexico!
Viva Estados Unidos!
Viva nuestro futuro en comun!
[Applause, the Members rising.]
At 11 o’clock and 51 minutes a.m.,

the President of the United Mexican
States, accompanied by the committee
of escort, retired from the Hall of the
House of Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

f

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 11 o’clock and 52
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess until 12:15 p.m.
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